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rising questions. Much of our conversation related to Jeff
Davis and General Lee, both of whom he would have tried,
convicted, and executed. Mild and lenient measures, he
is convinced, will have no good effect on the Rebels.
Severity is necessary.

Cameron called on me with his friend for the twentieth
time at least, in relation to two appointments in the Phila-
delphia Navy Yard. He does not conceal from me, nor
probably from any one, that he intends to be a candidate
for the Senate. Hence his vigilance in regard to certain
appointments, and he has prevailed in the Treasury and in
the Post Office, against the combined efforts of all the
Members of Congress. In sustaining, as he does, the policy
of the President he shows sagacity. Kelley and the Mem-
bers, but especially K., have shot wild on negro suffrage.
There is a strong pressure towards centralism at this time.
Many sensible men seem to be wholly oblivious to constitu-
tional barriers and restraints, and would have the Federal
government assume authority to carry out their theories.
General Butler, to-day, speaks of the Rebel States as dead.
I suggested that it was a more correct theory to consider
them as still States in and of the Union, but whose proper
constitution functions had been suspended by a con-
spiracy and rebellion. He said that was pretty much his
view.

Chief Engineer Stimers sends in his resignation, I had
given him orders to the Powhatan, and he does not wish to
go to sea.

Unfortunately Stimers has got into difficulty with
Lenthall and Isherwood; others, perhaps, are in fault.
Stimers rendered good service in the first Monitor, and
afterwards at Charleston, for which I felt under obliga-
tions to him, and did not hesitate to express it. Subse-
quently, when preparing to build the light-draft monitors,
he and the Assistant Secretary took the subject in hand.
Stimers became intoxicated with his own importance.
While I supposed the Naval Constructor and Chief Eng-